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easily inspectable and tend to become 
noticeably loose prior to failure. 

Generally, FRA’s longstanding 
interpretation of the regulation 
prohibiting the weldment of safety 
appliances has not been seriously 
questioned or opposed since its 
inception. Virtually all railcars 
manufactured for use in the United 
States have their safety appliances and 
their safety appliance brackets and 
supports mechanically fastened to the 
car body, unless a specific exception has 
been provided by FRA or the 
regulations. FRA acknowledges that it 
has permitted the weldment of certain 
safety appliances or their brackets and 
supports on locomotives and tanks cars. 
See MP&E Technical Bulletins 98–48 
and 00–06. Although, FRA intends for 
this safety inquiry and technical 
conference to address and discuss FRA’s 
general prohibition on the weldment of 
safety appliances or their supports, FRA 
expects the primary focus of this 
proceeding to be specifically directed at 
the safety and economic implications 
related to the continued operation or 
modification of existing passenger 
equipment with welded safety 
appliances or safety appliance brackets 
or supports. 

Although FRA has remained 
consistent in its prohibition on the 
weldment of safety appliances and their 
supports, some passenger equipment 
has been manufactured and used in 
revenue service for a number of years 
with safety appliances being attached to 
the car body with some form of 
weldment. Currently, FRA is aware of 
approximately 1,000 passenger cars or 
locomotives that have safety appliances 
or safety appliance brackets or supports 
welded to the body of the equipment. 
Some units of this equipment were 
introduced into service within the last 
few years; others have been in service 
for more than a decade. Some of the 
1,000 units noted above have been the 
subject of formal waiver requests 
pursuant to the provisions contained in 
49 CFR part 211. See FRA Docket Nos. 
2000–8588 and 2000–8044. Although 
FRA’s Safety Board has issued 
determinations in these two instances, 
FRA intends to stay those decisions 
until the completion of this informal 
safety inquiry. Based on its review of 
the information gathered during this 
inquiry and any other relevant 
information, FRA’s Safety Board may 
reaffirm its previous decisions in these 
two waiver proceedings or modify them 
as necessary.

Based on the foregoing information, 
FRA expects the focus of the 
discussions at the technical conference 
and written comments submitted in 

connection with this informal safety 
inquiry to include the following issues: 

• The safety implications related to 
the continued use of existing passenger 
equipment with welded safety 
appliances or supports; 

• Criteria for determining when an 
existing piece of passenger equipment 
with a welded appliance or support is 
defective or unsafe or both; 

• The economic implications of any 
type of modification program on the 
subject cars; 

• Alternative approaches to 
mandatory modification of existing 
equipment (e.g., notification of when 
the appliances become or replacement 
of the appliances when they become 
defective; mid-life over-hauls) and the 
economic implication of any suggested 
approach; 

• The safety implications and 
standards that should and could be 
addressed, were FRA to reconsider its 
long-standing administrative 
interpretation related to the weldment 
of safety appliances and their supports, 
such as:
—What part or parts of an appliance 

should FRA allow to be welded (e.g., 
just brackets and supports)? 

—To what base structure or material 
should these have to be welded (e.g., 
structural member, car sheathing)? 

—What quality control standards should 
apply to the welding process? 

—What qualifications/training should 
the individual performing the welding 
need to possess? 

—How should field or shop repairs or 
both be conducted on equipment with 
welded safety appliances or supports? 

—What are the safety implications of 
allowing such repairs? 

—When should a weld be considered 
defective? 

—What visual and non-destructive 
inspection techniques are appropriate 
for welds? 

—At what interval should welds be 
inspected? 

—What records, if any, should be 
maintained of these inspections?
• Other relevant issues or 

information. 

Public Participation Procedures 

Any person wishing to attend the 
technical conference should notify 
FRA’s Docket Clerk by mail at the 
address provided in the ADDRESSES 
section at least five working days prior 
to the date of the meeting and submit 
three copies of the issues or materials 
they wish to present at the conference. 
The notification should identify the 
party the person represents, and the 
particular subject(s) the person plans to 

address. The notification should also 
provide the Docket Clerk with the 
participant’s mailing address. FRA 
reserves the right to limit participation 
in the conference of persons who fail to 
provide such notification.

Issued in Washington, DC, on May 2, 2003. 
George A. Gavalla, 
Associate Administrator for Safety.
[FR Doc. 03–11457 Filed 5–7–03; 8:45 am] 
BILLING CODE 4910–06–P

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Federal Railroad Administration 

Notice of Application for Approval of 
Discontinuance or Modification of a 
Railroad Signal System or Relief From 
the Requirements of Title 49 Code of 
Federal Regulations Part 236 

Pursuant to Title 49 Code of Federal 
Regulations (CFR) part 235 and 49 
U.S.C. 20502(a), the following railroad 
has petitioned the Federal Railroad 
Administration (FRA) seeking approval 
for the discontinuance or modification 
of the signal system or relief from the 
requirements of 49 CFR part 236 as 
detailed below. 
[Docket No. FRA–2003–14647] 

Applicant: Burlington Northern and 
Santa Fe Railway, Mr. William G. 
Peterson, Director Signal Engineering, 
4515 Kansas Avenue, Kansas City, 
Kansas 66106. 

Burlington Northern and Santa Fe 
Railway (BNSF) seeks approval of the 
proposed modification of the traffic 
control system on the single main track 
at South Joe, Texas, milepost 633.11, 
Texas Division, Madill Subdivision, 
consisting of the replacement of the 
power-operated switch with an 
electrically locked hand-operated 
switch, and removal of all associated 
controlled signals. 

The reason given for the proposed 
changes is that the switch is at one end 
of what was a 4,500 foot connecting 
track between the Union Pacific 
Railroad (UP) and the BNSF. A 
derailment destroyed the UP switch, 
after which UP straight-railed their 
track, leaving approximately 2,200 feet 
of the BNSF connection. BNSF is using 
the track for storage and the control 
point is no longer needed. 

Any interested party desiring to 
protest the granting of an application 
shall set forth specifically the grounds 
upon which the protest is made, and 
include a concise statement of the 
interest of the party in the proceeding. 
Additionally, one copy of the protest 
shall be furnished to the applicant at the 
address listed above. 
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1 METRO indicates that it will file a motion to 
dismiss its notice of exemption in this case to 
obtain a jurisdictional determination regarding its 
prospective common carrier status with respect to 
the line. That motion will be addressed in a 
subsequent decision.

All communications concerning this 
proceeding should be identified by the 
docket number and must be submitted 
to the Docket Clerk, DOT Central Docket 
Management Facility, Room PL–401 
(Plaza Level), 400 7th Street, SW., 
Washington, DC 20590–0001. 
Communications received within 45 
days of the date of this notice will be 
considered by the FRA before final 
action is taken. Comments received after 
that date will be considered as far as 
practicable. All written communications 
concerning these proceedings are 
available for examination during regular 
business hours (9 a.m.—5 p.m.) at the 
above facility. All documents in the 
public docket are also available for 
inspection and copying on the internet 
at the docket facility’s Web site at
http://dms.dot.gov. 

FRA expects to be able to determine 
these matters without an oral hearing. 
However, if a specific request for an oral 
hearing is accompanied by a showing 
that the party is unable to adequately 
present his or her position by written 
statements, an application may be set 
for public hearing.

Issued in Washington, DC on April 28, 
2003. 
Grady C. Cothen, Jr., 
Deputy Associate Administrator for Safety 
Standards and Program Development.
[FR Doc. 03–11449 Filed 5–7–03; 8:45 am] 
BILLING CODE 4910–06–P

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Surface Transportation Board 

[STB Finance Docket No. 34338] 

Metro Regional Transit Authority—
Acquisition Exemption—Certain 
Assets of Akron Barberton Cluster 
Railway Company 

Metro Regional Transit Authority 
(METRO),1 a regional transit authority, 
has filed a notice of exemption under 49 
CFR 1150.31, et seq., to acquire from 
Akron Barberton Cluster Railway 
Company (ABC) certain assets of a line 
of railroad extending between 
approximately milepost 11.49 in Akron, 
OH, and approximately milepost 8.00 in 
Cuyahoga Falls, OH, a distance of 
approximately 3.49 miles in Summit 
County, OH. ABC will retain an 
exclusive freight railroad operations 
easement on the subject line.

The transaction was scheduled to be 
consummated on or after April 21, 2003 
(7 days after the notice was filed). 

If the notice contains false or 
misleading information, the exemption 
is void ab initio. Petitions to revoke the 
exemption under 49 U.S.C. 10502(d) 
may be filed at any time. The filing of 
a petition to revoke does not 
automatically stay the transaction. 

An original and 10 copies of all 
pleadings, referring to STB Finance 
Docket No. 34338, must be filed with 
the Surface Transportation Board, 1925 
K Street, NW., Washington, DC 20423–
0001. In addition, a copy of each 
pleading must be served on Edward J. 
Fishman, Esq., Kirkpatrick & Lockhart 
LLP, 1800 Massachusetts Avenue, 
Second Floor., Washington, DC 20036, 
and John M. Coyne, III, Esq., Roetzel & 
Andress, 222 South Main Street, Akron, 
OH 44308. 

Board decisions and notices are 
available on our website at http://
www.stb.dot.gov.

Decided: April 30, 2003.
By the Board, David M. Konschnik, 

Director, Office of Proceedings. 
Vernon A. Williams, 
Secretary.
[FR Doc. 03–11309 Filed 5–7–03; 8:45 am] 
BILLING CODE 4915–00–P

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Bureau of Transportation Statistics 

Advisory Council on Transportation 
Statistics; Notice of Meeting

AGENCY: Bureau of Transportation 
Statistics (BTS), DOT.
ACTION: Notice.

This notice announces, pursuant to 
Section 10(A)(2) of the Federal Advisory 
Committee Act (FACA) (Pub. L. 72–363; 
5 U.S.C. app. 2), a meeting of the BTS 
Advisory Council on Transportation 
Statistics (ACTS). The meeting will be 
held on June 2, 2003, from 10 a.m. to 4 
p.m. The meeting will take place at the 
U.S. Department of Transportation, 400 
Seventh Street, SW., Washington DC, on 
the 6th Floor, in Conference Room 6200 
of the Nassif Building. 

The ACTS, established under section 
6007 of Public Law 102–240, Intermodal 
Surface Transportation Efficiency Act of 
1991, December 18, 1991, and chartered 
on June 19, 1995, was created to advise 
the Director of BTS on transportation 
statistics and analyses, including 
whether or not the statistics and 
analysis disseminated by the BTS are of 
high quality and are based upon the best 
available objective information. 

The following is a summary of the 
meeting’s agenda: (1) Welcome and 
Introductory Remarks; (2) Overview of 
Agenda Items; (3) Freight Statistics; (4) 
Travel Statistics; (5) Airline Data; (6) 
Transportation Economics; (7) 
Transportation Geo-spatial Data; (8) 
System Performance; (9) Methods and 
Standards; (10) New Indicators and (11) 
Public Comments and Closing Remarks. 

Since access to the DOT building is 
controlled, all persons who plan to 
attend the meeting must notify Ms. 
Phyllis Seville, the Committee 
Management Officer at (202) 366–9510 
prior to May 29, 2003. Individuals 
attending the meeting must report to the 
SW Lobby of the Nassif Building for 
admission to the building. Attendance is 
open to the public, but limited space is 
available. With the approval of the 
Chair, members of the public may 
present oral statements at the meeting. 
Non-committee members wishing to 
present oral statements or obtain 
information should also contact Ms. 
Seville. 

Questions about the agenda or written 
comments may be submitted by U.S. 
Mail to: U.S. Department of 
Transportation, Attention: Ms. Laura 
McClure, Designated Federal Officer, 
BTS, Room 3103, 400 Seventh St. SW., 
Washington DC 20590 or faxed to (202) 
366–3640, Attention: Ms. Laura 
McClure. BTS requests that written 
comments be submitted prior to the 
meeting. 

Persons with a disability requiring 
special services, such as an interpreter 
for the hearing impaired, should contact 
Ms. Seville at (202) 366–9510 at least 
seven calendar days prior to the 
meeting. 

Notice of this meeting is provided in 
accordance with the FACA and the 
General Service Administration 
regulations (41 CFR part 102–3) 
covering management of Federal 
advisory committees.

Issued in Washington, DC, on May 2, 2003. 
Rick Kowalewski, 
Acting Director, Bureau of Transportation 
Statistics.
[FR Doc. 03–11451 Filed 5–7–03; 8:45 am] 
BILLING CODE 4910–HY–P

DEPARTMENT OF THE TREASURY

Submission for OMB Review; 
Comment Request 

May 1, 2003. 
The Department of Treasury has 

submitted the following public 
information collection requirement(s) to 
OMB for review and clearance under the 
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